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EUROCHIP3 WP-5 activities for the promotion of Cancer Registration in Luxemburg
Background
At the start of the EUROCHIP-3 in 2008, Greece and Luxembourg were the 2 EU countries not
having any cancer registry data available. EUROCHIP-3 has among many goals the intention in
WP-5 to stimulate these 2 countries and support them politically and scientifically in starting
the cancer registry. This report synthesized activities performed to promote the creation of the
Luxembourg Cancer Registry.
Meetings
The First meeting was held on 21st February 2011 between EUROCHIP WP-5 and CRP-Santé
from Luxembourg in Amsterdam, explaining the relevance of the cancer registration for a
country. Luxembourg had already since more than 20 years, a national morphological registry.
In addition a feasibility study on the establishment of a population-based national cancer
registry was undertaken in 2008, fulfilled by CRP-Santé on behalf of the Ministry of Health.
However, at ministerial level, the results were not used to start with a cancer registry.
EUROCHIP-3 asked therefore a meeting with the Ministry of Health in order to discuss the
problems and discover in which way EUROCHIP could support them.
After some mails, a fruitful meeting was held on 5th May 2011 in Luxembourg at the Ministry of
Health. Some months earlier an audit of the breast screening program was performed by
EUSOMA and also this audit gave the recommendation to set up a cancer registry to better
monitor the outcome of the screening program. The Ministry explained to struggle with the fact
that the knowledge concerning cancer registries was not represented in Luxembourg.
EUROCHIP proposed them some names and the Ministry of Health contracted one of these as
an advisor.
On the 14th July 2011, the road map of the development and implementation of the cancer
registry, prepared by the CRP-Santé was signed by the Ministry of Health.
Developments
• A steering Group has been set up; the ministry of health is part of it. A monthly meeting
controlled the actions which should be undertaken following the road map
• The objectives of the cancer registry have been agreed on
• The eligible cases defined
• The population to be covered is defined, which is special as in Luxembourg many persons
work there but live abroad (1/5 of the population)
• The data to be registered for all cancers are defined, according to the IARC and ENCR
definitions
• For the 5 most frequent types of cancer additional data will be registered for the clinicians
• The main and secondary sources have been identified and a data flow is ready
• The ministry of Health will fund the Cancer Registry for the coming years
• The Legal and privacy aspects are discussed at this moment to be incorporated into a
“Reglement Grand Ducal” which is prepared in concept and be accepted in September 2012
• The ITsystem to rum the CR has been chosen (MOVIBASE, used by some regional CRs of
France) in April, and will be operational in september
• The data managers have started their training in April 2012
The CR website will be launched before the 1st July 2012
The cancer registry will start the 1st July 2012 with a pilot in order to implement the dataflow,
the quality control system and the output queries.
The 1st January 2013 the cancer registry will take all the new cancer cases diagnosed since 1st
January 2011 in its databank.
Conclusions
Due to different previous facts, the Ministry of Health of Luxembourg was willing to develop
and implement a population-based cancer registry. A road map was elaborated, a steering
committee controls the progress and CRP-Santé became responsible for the implementation
and management of the cancer registry. As such the 1st July 2012 the cancer registry will start

with the implementation phase in order to start on the 1st January 2013. From then on,
Luxembourg will have a population-based cancer registry (see newsletter here below).

